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Extra Credit Stuff


      From the biological perspective, people do things as a survival technique. They've got various levels of preparedness when about to do something. Overall, it seems to me that in the bio story, things help you do two things: pass along your genes and keep you alive. Well... Dr. Kunkel wears a blue shirt and khaki pants... well, obviously, he is using a type of camouflage to blend into the blue-white wall behind him with the blue shirt-whitish pants combo. The shoes make us feel akin to him, since we're mostly a bunch of kids running around in tennis shoes, and maybe they can help him run, as we've all observed him do often times. I don't think so, though... so then, passing along the genes. Well, maybe people inherently like the color blue. So people that share this similar preference share similar genes that make them share similar tastes in color. So, in doing this, you are keeping with those of similar color, race, people that you are naturally comfortable with. Yeah? Maybe, it's complicated. 

    Behavioristically, a number of pairings could have occurred way back when. A pairing of Picasso's blue period with intellectual expression which in turn gets chained with intellectual profession- a professor must in turn wear blue to teach, because teaching is an intellectual practice. Or maybe, blue water is comforting. Sitting around a pool as a kid, some story about cool, blue water in a desert, something of that nature. When one has to present themselves, their ideas, and their take on an extremely complicated subject such as Psychology, it would help if they were calm and collected and blue may be what helps them to attain such a state. Finally, maybe it's because of us. Maybe, whenever we take a test in class, he wants us to see him in the same outfit he's worn everyday, and for that to be a cue for all kinds of psychology-related memories. He's helping us to be better prepared to take a test by pairing his outfit with his teaching and thus making his teaching more readily available in our minds through pairing and chaining. Most importantly, though, this is cognitive behavior! He is telling himself a story, wearing this outfit will help my students do better on the test, and this is what causes the shirt-wearing behavior: the story he tells himself comes from his study of psychology and he believes that this works, which brings about a positive consequence for us, which just so happens to reflect a positive consequence upon him. He teaches a hard class, yet his students do well: he must be a great teacher and being so benefits him. It gets him his pay, his job, his esteem… he climbs up Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, I think.

      From a Freudian perspective, it gets complicated. I'd have to ask him and think about symbols and internal processes and acting out and hailstones. I have to see what blue is in relation to his unconscious desires, his childhood experiences, what is it internally that he's trying to show the world? More importantly, though, what's up with the shoes? Why the sharp contrast between dressing-up clothes and casual footwear? I dunno, I'd have to ask him and free associate tennis shoes, relaxed, casual, button-up shirt, professor... all sorts of things before I could come up with a feasible answer. From what I know, though, he doesn't exactly love the armed forces, our president, so on, or at least it seems like that. And it's for an understandable reason: their logic isn't psychologically sound. In essence, these authorities go against his very being, and as such, he is unconsciously destroying all these things in being a professor, a doctor, dressing somewhat professionally, but then shattering it all by wearing tennis shoes. His shoes, then, represent all the aggressive energy in the authority hailstone, while the rest all represent a facade of loving energy, which help to better shatter the authority and the power authority has against himself and his students and his family. Maybe, I’m not sure, it's complicated. This part is very, very complicated. 

     This part, though, is pretty simple, maybe. Kinda. Okay, so it's complicated, too. In the H/E/T story, probably more of the first two than the last, is his meaning making experience. He is a professor, he is getting older, and he dresses somewhat as such. Except for the shoes. The shoes, maybe, I dunno, are a lie about time. That is to say, he is active, he is healthy, and he wears a type of shoes that are perhaps too casual for the class. Why? He only has so much time to live, so maybe he's lying to himself through his shoes. Hey, I'll wear these shoes. Maybe this'll make me younger, buy me some time, something. Time? Pshaw, I have plenty of time, look at my shoes. The Pink Freud shirt, then, symbolizes a life outside of the college... I am a psychologist, this is me, I am a human and I'm helping my fellow humans... my fellow strugglers. It's saying, hey, I think I kind of understand Freud. It helps him to come to term with his own existence by seeing other people that exist, taking them, and trying to make them him own.

